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Lofty Goals

What to do with an empty landing at the top of the
stairs? Alessia Loffredo and Sarah Coscarelli of Michigan
design firm reDesign Home have an idea or two.
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ooms that are
considered a “little
something extra”
can be tough to
design. Take this
space at the top of the stairs in
a new-construction home just
north of Chicago. Though high
ceilings and an abundance of
natural light are always a good
thing, the open staircase below
didn’t quite convey the cozy, intimate space the homeowners had

in mind. They hoped it could eventually be used by
their family of four for Netflix binges, game nights,
afternoon naps, and more. It had to be functional
and, of course, aesthetically appealing.
Alessia Loffredo and Sarah Coscarelli, the dynamic duo behind reDesign Home, were on the job.
Their first goal was to bring down the scale of the
space and make it feel cozier. This was achieved by
installing wood beams to highlight the room’s lovely
architecture and adding texture and contrast to the
all-white space. Three pendants by Schoolhouse
Electric hang overhead to visually lower the ceilings
even further.

“We used a
variety of framing
methods—gilt
wood, black, raw
wood, and even
unframed—to
exemplify that the
art was gathered over time,”
explain Loffredo
and Coscarelli.

Since storage was a top
priority, they brought in a series
of bookcases from Four Hands
Furniture to line one wall. Lower
cabinets provide ample closed
storage for games and electronics, while the open shelves on top
are accessorized with pieces from
their reDesign Home Shop for a
dose of personality. A velvet sofa
from Jayson Home echoes the
hue of the wood beams. Above
it, a small gallery is a study in
contrast. The oversize botanical
takes center stage when paired
with dark, moody landscapes and
antique portraiture, also from the
designers’ shop.
Because the room needed to
function in different ways, many
of the furnishings are lightweight
enough to be repositioned. The
Saarinen-style table welcomes
a game of cards and doubles as
a homework station, while the
pair of metal CB2 tables and soft
boucle chairs can easily be moved
to the side for a sleepover.
In the end, it was the layering that took the landing from
a blank, cavernous canvas to a
comfortable, cohesive space.
“The trick was the careful layering
of objects around the room—
sconces, floor lamps, books, and
vintage accessories from the collection we curate for our clients
and on our e-commerce site. We
achieved a sense of symmetry
and balance, a combination that is
often recurring in reDesign home
designs,” the designers conclude.
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